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Disclaimer

The views expressed here are those of the presenter and 
are not offered for or on behalf of Pace University, and do 

not reflect the positions or opinions of the University. 
Opinions expressed are solely my own and do not express the views or opinions of any other agency, 
organization, company, or client. Any action you take upon the information from this presentation is strictly 
at your own risk. Content is for informational purposes only; individuals must not consider the information 
to be investment advice. Information presented may include historical performance and past performance 
is not a reliable indicator of future results and none of the information constitutes investment advice. The 
presenter assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this 
presentation. All information in this presentation is provided “as is”, with no guarantee of completeness, 
accuracy, timeliness or of the results obtained from the use of this information, and without warranty of 
any kind, express or implied. This presentation may contain copyrighted material of which the presenter 
made best efforts to obtain authorization by copyright owners, in accord with the mission of the presenter, 
the material is made available without profit to advance the understanding of cannabis regulations and 
policy in the United States. 



Agenda 
• My Journey from Pace University to the Cannabis Industry    

(and all the stops along the way)

• Cannabis 101

– Primer on the Size of the Market Opportunity 

– Careers in the Sector 

– What is your Why?

– How this Industry is Unique

– Advice to Break into the Industry



“Who TF Are You?!”



Hi, I’m Paige Cecchi

• Graduated with a B.S. in Business Economics in 2015

• Day 1 at Pace: I knew I had to write a thesis about 

something… 

– “The Economics of Cannabis Legalization in 

Colorado” 

• Cannabis was never a taboo subject growing up

• I’ve tailored my education to learning the most I could 

about the prohibition, the plant, and the industry 



I Loved My Experience at Pace



I’m Also Still A Student, Just Like You

MBA Candidate 
with a focus in Entrepreneurship

M.S. in Medical Cannabis Science & Therapeutics

World’s first Master’s program
dedicated to cannabis education



What I Thought My Career Would Look Like...



What Actually Happened











Source: TerrAscend.com



Enough About Me.

Let Me Tell You
About The Industry.



This Industry is Major

Accounting

Business Management

Entrepreneurship

Analytics

Finance

Operations

Hospitality & Tourism
Strategy

Marketing

Economics

BiochemistryHorticulture

Journalism

Political Science

Legal

Pharmacy

Microbiology



Source: Corey Barnette, Article: Cannabusiness in Washington D.C.



Source: Vangst.com



This Industry is a Major Opportunity

Big Alcohol

Big Tobacco

Big Alcohol

Big Pharma



Source: Leafly.com



Source: NewFrontierData.com



Source: Business Insider



Source: MJ Business Daily



Source: NewFrontierData.com



Source: NewFrontierData.com



Source: NewFrontierData.com



Source: NewFrontierData.com



Cannabis Industry

Source: Entrepreneur.com



What is your WHY?

Research: Power of Plant

Social Justice

Economic & Tax Benefits Freedom and Choice

Palliative Care

New Industry = New Opportunity 



Challenges Facing The Industry

• Cannabis is federally illegal
– Banking

– IP/Branding 

– Tax Implications (280E)

– Access to basic business services

• There is no interstate commerce

• There’s limited international commerce 

• Highly regulated, patchwork of laws 



Where do you start? What do you need to know?

Terpenes 

Linalool
Caryophyllene
Myrcene

Hemp vs. Cannabis

Cannabinoids

THC CBD CBN CBG 
     113+

Products 

Inhale
Ingest
Topical

Flower
Pre Roll
Vape

Extracts

Distillate
Live Resin
Wax
Sugar Resin 
Budder
Shatter

Edibles

Tinctures
Butter
Confections
Mints
Capsules 

Regulations

Read the Law
Hire a Lawyer

EDUCATE YOURSELF > Update Your Resume > Get A Business Card > Get Out There!



Q&A

Paige Cecchi
paige@710ventures.com
pc58044n@pace.edu


